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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The battle of Bull Run, or of Manassas, as the Rebels call it, which was
fought on the 21st of July, 1861, was the first great battle of the war. It was disastrous to the Union army. But
the people of the North were not disheartened by it. Their pride was mortified, for they had confidently
expected a victory, and had not taken into consideration the possibility of a defeat. The victory was all but won,
as has been narrated in My Days and Nights on the Battle-Field, when the arrival of a brigade of Rebels and the
great mistake of Captain Barry, who supposed them to be Union troops, turned the scale, and the battle was
lost to the Union army. But the people of the North, who loved the Union, could not think of giving up the
contest, -of having the country divided, and the old flag trailed in the dust. They felt that it would be impossible
to live peaceably side by side with those who declared themselves superior to the laboring men of the Free
States, and were their rightful masters. They were not willing to acknowledge that the slaveholders were their
masters. They felt that there could not be friendship and amity between themselves and a nation which had
declared that slavery was its cornerstone. Besides all this, the slaveholders wanted Maryland, Kentucky, and
Missouri in the Southern Confederacy, while the majority of the people of those States wanted to stay in the
Union. The Rebels professed that they were willing that each State should choose for itself, but they were
insincere and treacherous in their professions. Kentucky would not join the Confederacy;...
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