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of minerals in rock sections with the microscope, including as it
does a knowledge of optical mineralogy, is often difficult for
beginners. This may be due to the fact that most of the
publications on this subject are quite elaborate in their nature
and in either French or German. While detailed descriptions are
very necessary, and, in fact, indispensable for advanced
investigation, they are apt to prove cumbersome and
confusing at first. For these reasons this text-book has been
prepared by the writer, with a view of putting before the
student only those facts which are absolutely necessary for the
proper recognition and identification of the common minerals
in rock sections. The footnotes refer the student to standard
publications, in which are given details of the methods and
investigations outlined in the text. An elementary knowledge of
crystallography and mineralogy is almost indispensable and is
here assiimed. The. .
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before concluding.
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