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faith, to France as regards the French-American alliance, and to England in exposing with entire frankness the
want of power on the part of Congress to do what was asked on behalf of the Tories. At the same time the
American commissioners knew the absolute importance of an early signing; and Adams s testimony on this
point is full of interest, as given in a letter to Robert Morris, July 6, 1783: | thank you, sir, most affectionately for
your kind congratulations on the peace. When | consider the number of nations concerned, the complication of
interests, --extending all over the globe, --the character of the actors, the difficulties which attended every step
of the progress; how everything labored in England, France, Spain, and Holland; that the armament at Cadiz
was on the point of sailing, which would have rendered another campaign inevitable; that another campaign
would probably have involved a continental war, as the Emperor would in that case have joined Russia against
the Porte; that the British ministry was then in so critical a situation that its duration for a week or a day
depended on its making peace; that if that ministry had been changed it could have been succeeded only either
by North and company or by the Coalition; that it was certain...
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