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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Jephthah s Daughter and Other Poems If any one
were to object to this play on the ground that no modern dramatist ought to take a subject from the Scriptures,
| should content myself with saying that such a prohibition would be too broad. It is not applicable alike to all
the Jewish Chronicles, and least of all to a mythic story which is to be referred to times when the religion of the
Hebrews was in a rudimentary condition, and when the effects of the effort made by Abraham and Moses to lift
the Theistic conceptions of their countrymen on to a higher plane had wellnigh died away. Jahveh or Jehovah
was little more to Jephthah and the Gileadites than a tribal God of Battles, such as Milcom and Chemosh were
to Moab and Ammon. By the time we come to the days of the Prophets, when God had become the universal
Creator, the boundless Being whose attributes, besides omnipotence, were love, mercy, pity, forgiveness and
fatherhood, who was at once the touchstone and sanction for all hope, desire, and mental outlook, the whole
case is altered; then and onwards the literature of the Jews, bound up with their religion, and hardly less with
ours, becomes sacrosanct and not to be touched. | have for the foregoing reasons deemed myself at full liberty
to deal as | pleased with the story of Jephthah s daughter. | have preserved the main incidents in all their naked
cruelty, but | have not scrupled to weave around them the details of a romantic drama. About the Publisher
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