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Societies of the United Baptist Institute, Taylorsville, N. C: Delivered June 10, 1858 Gentleman of the Ciceronian
and Platonic Societies: As the weary pilgrim after long absence gladly revisits his once oft frequented shrine, so |
now return to this consecrated temple of learning. | come not as formerly, summoned by the far-sounding
peals of yonder bell, to spend hours in the delightful task of rearing the tender thought, or to hear from willing
minds the well-studied page of classic lore; | come not to behold the toiling student with increasing strength and
resolute attempt, surmounting the obstacles and overcoming the difficulties that impede his onward course;
but | come, following in the footsteps of more worthy predecessors, to share in the enjoyments of this literary
festival, and to perform the honorable part which your kind, but unmerited preference has assigned me. The
age in which we live, is characterized by some of the most striking results of human genius that the world has
ever witnessed. The discovery and application of agencies, of which the wisdom of antiquity never dreamed, or
the profoundest philosophers of later ages never imagined, have produced changes truly astonishing both in
the physical and social condition of man. His physical labors are now either wholly superseded, or greatly
alleviated by agents more powerful than the fabulous genii of the ancients. The sailor no longer toils at the oar
or awaits the uncertain breeze to waft him to the distant haven; fearless of wind and wave, he rapidly glides o
er the glad waters of the dark blue sea on the vaporous wings of steam....
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