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illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: . . . give you a fair idea of my success. And yet he has not declared himself, --
and, which is worse, is very anxious to marry a rival. But its a strong point in my favour that my rival wants him
to take me, and that he will assuredly be driven to make me an oDer sooner or later, in obedience to her orders.
My aunt is my rival, and I do not feel the least doubt as to his having oDered to her half-a-dozen times. But then
she has another lover, Captain Bellfield, and I see that she prefers him. He is a penniless scamp and looks as
though he drank. He paints his whiskers too, which I dont like; and, being forty, tries to look like twenty-five.
Otherwise he is agreeable enough, and I rather approve of my aunts taste in preferring him. But my lover has
solid attractions, and allures me on by a description of the fat cattle which he sends to market. He is a man of
substance, and should I ever become Mrs. Cheesacre, I have reason to think that I shall not be leF in want. We
went up to his place on a visit the other day. Oilymead is the name of my future home;--not so pretty as
Nethercoats, is it And we had such a time there! We reached the place at ten and leF it at four, and he managed
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