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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.I T is to me a strange phenomenon, wrote the late Cardinal Newman,
that so many learned and devout men stumble at the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, and | can only
account for it by supposing, in matter of fact, they do not know what we mean by the doctrine of the
Immaculate Conception. The Cardinal is right; the learned and devout men to whom he refers, in attacking the
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, are assailing it, not in the sense in which it is defined by the Church, but
in the sense only in which they themselves fancy it must be defined by Her. There is a proverb which says: He
that understands amiss, concludes worse. This being so, it may not be altogether out of place to give here in a
foreword to this most interesting and edifying volume, all in praise of God s Mother, a short exposition of the
doctrine without the knowledge of which it is no easy matter to arrive at a true estimate of Mary s dignity and
sanctity. And here, let me observe, that my experience teaches me that one of the chief reasons why It learned
and devout men, outside the Church, do not understand the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, is because
they misunderstand the doctrine of Original Sin. Not knowing the rule, they cannot realize the exception to the
rule; not recognizing the penalty, they cannot see the privilege; in other words, not appreciating what we mean
by the stain and guilt of Original Sin, they do not and cannot know what is meant by exemption from it. Besides
personal sin, which may be mortal...
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