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Zubaan/Atlantic Publishers & Distributors Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi,
India, 2014. Softcover. Book Condition: New. Centuries ago, in
the arid landscape of Gujarat, where water is scarce and rains
scanty, stepwells sustained life and enabled crops to flourish.
Women played a major role in the construction and patronage
of many of these stepwells, which were unique structures that
linked three worlds: the subterranean, the earthly and the
celestial. Women also frequently served as inspiration for their
construction these were often built to honour a virtuous wife or
benevolent mother, a local goddess or a beloved mistress. As a
gathering place for women, the stepwells also became a
favourite subject in folklore. Every stepwell yields tales of love
and betrayal, courage and sacrifice. Through a historical
analysis and visual documentation of these distinctly female
spaces, Purnima Bhatt sheds light on the relationship between
women, water, architecture and religion. Examining the
artistic and aesthetic aspects of these structures, the author
describes the art of the stepwells as looking beyond the
patriarchal gods of classical Hinduism and celebrating the
feminine principle. She also explores the idea of these wells
acting as indicators of womens changing social and economic
status and challenging the stereotypes of...
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This publication is fantastic. It really is full of knowledge and wisdom You are going to like just how the author write
this publication.
-- Ha r m on Wa tsica  II--  Ha r m on Wa tsica  II

Very helpful to any or all category of men and women. It is definitely simplified but unexpected situations within the 50
% of your publication. I am very easily could possibly get a pleasure of reading a composed ebook.
-- Dr . Ther ese Ha r tm a nn Sr .-- Dr . Ther ese Ha r tm a nn Sr .
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