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indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: .and laid them on the altar. In 720 the brethren organized themselves into
a regular monastery under the Benedictine rule, and elected Otmar as their first abbot. After passing through a
sea of trouble, produced by the wars between the Franks and the Alemanni, and by the attempt of the bishop of
Constance, successful for a time, to reduce the monastery to a dependency, it entered upon a brilliant course of
ecclesiastical and literary activity.2 Under Gozbert, Grimold and Hartmut, 816-883, St. Gall rose to be one of the
chief religious houses in the Frankish empire. The old buildings 1 See ante, p. 215. Das Kloster St. Gallen,
herausgegeben vom Historischen Verein in St. Gallen, i. pp. 3-5; Migne, Troisieme Encyc. Thiol., xvi. 306 THE
MONASTERY OF ST. GALL. Per. iv. were replaced by a new edifice on the most comOhap L prehensive plan. The
monastery was ranged around three sides of a quadrangle, with a covered gallery or cloister, the church
occupying the fourth side. The chronicler extols the splendour of the new church, the clear, glittering windows,
the glass candelabra, the altars embossed with gold and silver and decked with costly altar-cloths, the
crucifixes,1 mass cups and vestments, and the reliquary chests of ivory, silver and gold, set with precious
stones.2 Amongst the numerous apartments and offices, the library and Scriptorium held an important place.3
The formation of a library at that day was a great undertaking. Books were few, for parchment was dear,...
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