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State University of New York Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 340 pages. Dimensions: 8.9in. x
6.0in. x 0.9in.Examines Goethes neglected but sizable body of scientific work, considers the philosophical
foundations of his approach, and applies his method to the real world of nature. Though best known for his
superlative poetry and plays, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) also produced a sizable body of
scientific work that focused on such diverse topics as plants, color, clouds, weather, and geology. Goethes way
of science is highly unusual because it seeks to draw together the intuitive awareness of art with the rigorous
observation and thinking of science. Written by major scholars and practitioners of Goethean science today,
this book considers the philosophical foundations of Goethes approach and applies the method to the real
world of nature, including studies of plants, animals, and the movement of water. Part I discusses the
philosophical foundations of the approach and clarifies its epistemology and methodology; Part II applies the
method to the real world of nature; and Part III examines the future of Goethean science and emphasizes its
great value for better understanding and caring for the natural environment. I especially like the fact that a
major portion of this book is devoted to presenting the results of Goethean Science research. This sets the book
apart from all others that have appeared in English. These few books have been heavy on theory and light on
results. The integration of theory with practice makes this an important contribution. -- Bruce K. KirchoL,
Department of Biology, University of North Carolina, GreensboroGoethes Way of Science is a readable, highly
original contribution to the study of environment. While challenging common paradigms of positivist, scientific
methodology, the book does so unpretentiously, carefully and with much rigor. The range of examples
provided...
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