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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 1998. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 211 x 140 mm.
Language: English Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.If the National Football League is now a
mammoth billion-dollar enterprise, it was certainly born into more humble circumstances. Indeed, it began in
1920 in an automobile showroom in Canton, Ohio, when a car dealer called together some owners of teams,
mostly in the Midwest, to form a league. Unlike the lavish boardrooms in which NFL owners meet today, on this
occasion the owners sat on the running boards of cars in the showroom and drank beer from buckets. A
membership fee of $100 was set, but no one came up with any money. (As one of those present, George Halas,
the legendary owner of the Chicago Bears, said, I doubt that there was a hundred bucks in the room. ) From
such modest beginnings, pro football became far and away the most popular spectator sport in America. In
Pigskin, Robert W. Peterson presents a lively and informative overview of the early years of pro football - from
the late 1880s to the beginning of the television era. Peterson describes the colorful beginnings of the pro game
and its outstanding teams (the Green Bay Packers, the New York Giants, the Chicago Bears, the Baltimore
Colts), and the great games they played. Profiles of the most famous players of the era - including Pudge
HeJelfinger (the first certifiable professional), Jim Thorpe, Red Grange, Bronko Nagurski, and Fritz Pollard (the
NFL s first black star) - bring the history of the game to life. Peterson also takes us back to the roots of the pro
game, showing how professionalism began when some stars for Yale, Harvard, and Princeton took money -
under the table, of course -...
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