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States Board of Mediation and Conciliation, Washington, December 1, 1919. The President: The statistical tables
which accompany this report will readily disclose to students of industrial questions (those who wish to know
rather than to speculate) the wisdom of the laws heretofore enacted by Congress providing for the composition
of labor controversies that aFect rail transportation and, equally so, the successful administration of these
laws. The tables are presented in rather elaborate detail at this time, although somewhat repetitive of former
reports, because (a) there never before has been compiled in connected form a verified list of all the
controversies involving labor disputes between carriers engaged in interstate commerce and their employees in
train operation, in which the services of agencies, acting under congressional authority, have been employed to
assist in bringing about adjustments; (b) the desire of correspondents in all parts of the country for the definite
information which such tables can best supply, and (c) becuase it is believed that the facts here assembled, in
convenient form, may be of use to the Congress now occupied with a problem which, ever since the short,
scattered roads began welding into connected systems, has taxed the thought of the best experts among
employers and employees. To provide for the safe, rapid, and uninterrupted movement of trains, the payment
of a.satisfactory wage to the employees who operate the signals, manipulate the throttles, work the brakes,
shovel the coal, collect the fares, protect the trains, look after the comfort of travelers, handle the stuff, and...
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