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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: . . . it had just been in front. They struck at the staves of the sarissae, but the cavalry in
the rear embarrassed their attack; and the phalanx, supported by the elephants, lengthened and contracted,
presenting itself in the form of a square, a cone, a rhombus, a trapezium, a pyramid. A twofold internal
movement went on continually from its head to its rear; for those who were at the lowest part of the files
hastened up to the first ranks, while the latter, from fatigue, or on account of the wounded, fell further back.
The Barbarians found themselves thronged upon the phalanx. It was impossible for it to advance; there was as
it were an ocean wherein leaped red crests and scales of brass, while the bright shields rolled like silver foam.
Sometimes broad currents would descend from one extremity to the other, and then go up again, while a
heavy mass remained motionless in the centre. The lances dipped and rose alternately. Elsewhere there was so
quick a play of naked swords that only the points were visible, while turmae of cavalry formed wide circles
which closed again like whirlwinds behind them. Above the voices of the captains, the ringing of clarions and
the grating of lyres, bullets of lead and almonds of clay whistled through the air, dashing the sword from the
hand or the brain out of the skull. The wounded, sheltering themselves with one arm beneath their shields,
pointed their swords by resting...
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