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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Ancestry and Descendants of Lieut. John Henderson:
Of Greenbrier County, Virginia, 1650 1900 It has been well said that the present is founded upon the past, and
the past is our only guide to the future. If we wish to see before us we must turn and look into the mirror behind
us. Until recently the American people, except Virginians, have looked upon genealogy as foolishness, and any
one who tried to know something of his great-grandfather as a snob. In later years there has been a decided
change, but even yet there is a host of otherwise sensible people, who still hold to this opinion. They will say that
it is sheer nonsense if you try to interest them in their own ancestry, and then perhaps will talk for hours about
the grand ten or twelve generation pedigree of some favorite horse. And why is this pedigree of interest?
Because they know that a horse may inherit certain qualities, and they produce his pedigree as a guarantee
that he has, or ought to have them. If a horse is the better for having his ancestry known, why not so with a
man? A horse does not, because he cannot realize the advantage of his genealogy; a man can, but as a rule
does not do so. A nation composed of an aggregation of men is what its people make it, and not to know the
composition of the people is an obstacle to the clear and true understanding of national history. So that the
genealogies of the different families of a country have a high value to the student of history. Recognizing the
many...
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