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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The wind howled across the level fields, and flying showers of sleet
rattled against the old leathern coach as it drove through the thickening dusk. A bitter winter, this year of the
Royal tragedy. A rainy summer, and a mild rainy autumn had been followed by the hardest frost this
generation had ever known. The Thames was frozen over, and tempestuous winds had shaken the ships in the
Pool, and the steep gable ends and tall chimney-stacks on London Bridge. A never-to-be-forgotten winter,
which had witnessed the martyrdom of England s King, and the exile of her chief nobility, while a rabble
Parliament rode roughshod over a cowed people. Gloom and sour visages prevailed, the maypoles were down,
the play-houses were closed, the bear-gardens were empty, the cock-pits were desolate; and a saddened
population, impoverished and depressed by the sacrifices that had been exacted and the tyranny that had been
exercised in the name of Liberty, were ground under the iron heel of Cromwell s red-coats. The pitiless journey
from London to Louvain, a journey of many days and nights, prolonged by accident and difficulty, had been
spun out to uttermost tedium for those two in the heavily moving old leathern coach. Who and what were they,
these wearied travellers, journeying together silently towards a destination which promised but little of pleasure
or luxury by way of welcome-a destination which meant severance for those two? One was Sir John Kirkland,
of the Manor Moat, Bucks, a notorious Malignant, a grey-bearded cavalier, aged by trouble and hard fighting; a
soldier and servant who had sacrificed himself and his fortune for the King, and must needs begin the world
anew...
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